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GREETINGS OF THE SEASON!!

FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL
Dear A-JIS Family,

As I take a moment to reflect on these past few
months it suddenly occured to me that perhaps
most of my attention has been on learning
everything about the school, but sharing little about
my passion, why I chose working with children
above all else.

Children: Our Future

I believe that every child is a unique individual that
can and will learn in an environment where
students come first, one that is secure, caring, and
stimulating. The atmosphere must foster
intellectual, social, emotional, and physical growth.
The focus needs to be student-centered, helping to
meet their full potential by providing an
environment that is safe, promotes risk-taking, and
invites the sharing of ideas.

Education is life-long and an ongoing process. A
sense of purpose, vision, mission, and hope is
paramount for success.

All children are entitled the opportunity to grow,
have support, learn, and become contributing
members of a democratic society.

A quality education is a responsibility shared by
school systems, families, communities, businesses,
and government.
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Partnerships are essential to achieve measurable and
sustainable results for all children and youth.

Leaders who are culturally competent are vital to
empowering organizations to address the needs of a
diverse society.

Leadership and leadership development are critical
tools to ensure that all children and youth can take
advantage of the opportunity to learn.

My vision;

To partake in a community of children and adults to
inspire the love of, and passion for learning, today
and in the future.

My mission:
To have the courage to do the right thing for students,
staff, faculty, and the community.

My hope:

To assist in solving problems, overcoming challenges
in any given situation.

To instill a sense of confidence and competence.

Happy Holidays to Everyone and the very best wishes
for the New Year!

Barbara Beaufait
Head of School

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT A-JIS

Dec. 10: Family Community Elections
Elections for the officers of the Family Community
(FC) for the current school year will take place
tomorrow, Thursday, December 10, in the assembly
hall of the Suginami Campus. Parents/guardians are
asked to please make every effort to participate in the
elections.

Dec. 10: Middle School Holiday Concert

The A-JIS Family Concert 2009 featuring music by
Middle School students will take place from 6:00 p.
m., Monday, December 14 in the Assembly Hall of
the Suginami Campus. Featured will be music by
the A-JIS Hand Bell Choir, the A-JIS Wind
Ensemble, and the Middle School Chorus.

Doors will open to the public from 5:45 p. m., and it
is scheduled to come to an end around 8:00 p. m.
Light refreshments will be provided following the
performance.

Note that parking is not available at the school.
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Dec. 16-Jan. 6: Winter Vacation

The winter vacation is from Wednesday, December
16 to Wednesday, January 6, a full 22 days. We
wish everybody a happy (and safe) holiday season.

Winners of Math Problems of the Week
The winners of the Math Problems of the Week for
the week beginning November 9 were as follows:

General Math 1

Kanon Yokoi, Gr. 1D
General Math 2

No winners
General Math 3

Kyung Taek Roh, Gr. 3L

Rhys Gallagher, Gr. 3L
General Math4 & 5

Maya Lopez, MI-2
Middle School Math 6 & 7,

Rico Fujita, Gr. 6S

Won Ho Yu, Gr. 6M
Middle School Math 8 & 9

Alexander Natsuki Takeda, Gr. 8F

The winners of the Math Problems of the Week for
the week beginning November 16 were as follows:

General Math 1
No winners
General Math 2
Joo Hee, Gr. 2F
Ji Su Lee, Gr. 2G
General Math 3
Alyssa Prigge, 3L
General Math 4 & 5
Minami Aramaki, Gr. 5C
Karina Dorothy Miller, MI-1
Middle School Math 6 & 7
Hong Jun Kim, Gr. 6M
Anna Margaret Harvath, Gr. 7V
Middle School Math 8 & 9
Toshiki Oda, Gr. 9C

The winners of the Math Problems of the Week for
the week beginning November 23 were as follows:

General Math 1
Haeun Elie Jung, Gr. 1W
General Math 2
Rei Kokubu, LI-2
Ye-eun Kim, LI-2
General Math 3
Kohmei Kadoya, 3C
Minami Sato, Gr. 3L
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General Math 4 & 5
Woo Jin Jang, Gr. 5L
Kaiya Tanaka, MI-2
Middle School Math 6 & 7
Won Ho Yu, Gr. 6M
Nao Kaneko, Gr. 7V
Middle School Math 8 & 9
No winners

The winners of the Math Problems of the Week for
the week beginning November 29 were as follows:

General Math 1
No winners
General Math 2
Jin Seok Lee, Gr. 2F
Ibuki Stone, Gr. 2F
General Math 3
Minami Sato, Gr. 3L
Yewon Kim, Gr. 3L
General Math 4 & 5
Kanghyun Kwon, MI-1
Woo Jin Jang, Gr. 5C
Middle School Math 6 & 7
Hideki Kanazuru, Gr. 5L
Woo Jin Jang, Gr. 5C
Middle School Math 8 & 9
In Jae Yu, Gr. &S

JAGUARS SPORTS

The Jaguars Boys Basketball season got underway
on Saturday, December 5 when the Jaguars A and B
teams visited Nishimachi International School (NIS)
and played against the NIS Vikings A and B teams.
The scores of these games are given below.
Jaguars scores are shown in [J.

Saturday, December 5, at NIS

A-JIS Jaguars A team vs. NIS Vikings A team
to 53:  Jaguars lost.

A-JIS Jaguars B team vs. NIS Vikings B team
to 47:  Jaguars lost.

This Saturday, December 11, the Jaguars Boys
Basketball A Team travels to Kobe where they will
participate in the A-team tournament being organized
by the Marist Brothers International School taking
place on that day and the following day.

While on the subject of basketball, did you know that
December 18 is generally regarded as the birthday of
basketball? On this day in 1891, James Naismith
(November 6, 1861-November 28, 1939) introduced
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the first version of basketball with 13 rules.

James Naith entered McGill University in Montreal,
Canada in 1883. He was a talented and versatile
athlete, representing McGill in Canadian football,
soccer and gymnastics.  He is credited with
introducing the first football helmet in regular play.
After earning a BA in Physical Education, he
subsequently became the first McGill director of

athletics. He then left Montreal to become a
physical education instructor at the YMCA
International Training School in Springfield,

Massachusetts, U. S. A. At Springfield YMCA, he
struggled with a rowdy class which was confined to
indoor games throughout the harsh New England
winter, and was ordered by the head of the
Springfield YMCA to create an indoor game that
would provide an “athletic distraction,” would not
take much room, could help keep track athletes in
good shape, and explicitly instructed to “make it fair
for all players and not too rough.” The result was
basketball, and the first game was played in a school
gymnasium. In the first game, in contrast to modern
basketball, the players played nine versus nine, used
a soccer ball, and instead of shooting at two hoops,
the goals were a pair of peach baskets nailed to each
end of the gymnasium. Thus, on Friday, December
18, basketball becomes 118 years old.

OFFICIAL A-JIS WEBSITE

The A-JIS website at http://aobajapan.jp is a great
way for A-JIS parents/guardians and families to keep
up to date with what is happening in the school,
including daily news items and upcoming events
added regularly to the main page. View the school
calendar which parents/guardians can subscribe to for
automatic event reminders. Official school notices
to parents/guardians can be downloaded in English
and Japanese from the main news page. The
website is also a great source of information on the
school, including student policy and procedures,
faculty and staff contacts and neighborhood safety

alerts. As such, it is also a great source of
information  for  parents/guardians who are
considering enrolling their children in an

international school, so if you know of any such
parents/guardians, please direct them to the A-JIS
official website. = This school year will see a
renewed focus on developing and expanding the
website with more detailed information about the
school, class homepages, as well as online notices,
forms and reports. A key aim of the site is to
continually facilitate and develop communication
between parents/guardians and the school and
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provide a daily window for parents/guardians into
student activities and achievements. Be sure to stop
by the site regularly and be a part of another great
initiative in helping A-JIS to “Be the Best It Can
Be”.

FROM THE STUDENT COUNCIL: MS DANCE

The Middle School Dance that had been scheduled to
take place on Friday, November 27, has been
re-designated as the annual Middle School Christmas
Dance for middle school students and their guests
and will take place on Tuesday, December 15 from
5:00 p. m. to 8:00 p. m. in the auditorium of the
Suginami Campus. The event is being organized
and executed by the Student Council (SC), and class
representatives will be working in collaboration with
each other to make the preparations for the event
which will be an evening of holiday cheer, music,
door prizes, and great food. The SC is making the
arrangements for the food and beverages, and door
prizes, and SC members will serve as DJs to provide
the music for the event. The SC is selling tickets for
the dance which are ¥500 per person if purchased on
the day of the event, however, advance tickets can be
obtained for ¥400.

The officers of the SC who are supervising the
planning and preparations for the Middle School
Christmas Dance are: President: Shintaro Kaneko,
Gr. 9C; Vice-President: Ryo Wulf, Gr. 9C, Secretary:
Toshiki Oda, Gr. 9C, Treasurer: Ken Shibata, Gr. 9C.
A-JIS School Coordinator for the SC is Kyle Shahan,
Grade 6S homeroom teacher.

NO PARKING AVAILABLE AT A-JIS

Due to the limited space of its premises, A-JIS
regrets that it has no parking space for visitors. In
addition, roads in the vicinity of A-JIS are all
designated NO PARKING, and this is strictly
enforced by the police authorities. (the Takaido
Police Station is diagonally across the street from
A-J1S). Also, it seems that our neighbors
immediately register complaints with the police when
they find vehicles illegally parked. Therefore, apart
from when delivering or picking up your child(ren),
please use public transportation whenever visiting
A-JIS.

From the Editor

We strive to assure correctness in grammar and usage of words,
accuracy in translations, and no typos or other errors, however, being
mere mortals, there are bound to be instances where these aims are not
necessarily achieved. For this we beg your indulgence.
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