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FROM THE HEADMISTRESS

The other day, I happened to see a listing of
memorable dates in November, and was struck by
the variety of events that have taken place in past
Novembers, events that evoke contrasting
memories of hope, of hope followed by despair,
felicitations, sorrow, and yes, humor. Of course,
other months all have their share of memorable
events of past years, but let me share some of
these November dates with you.

Tomorrow, Wednesday, November 11, is the
anniversary of the end of World War One,
supposedly “the war to end all wars,” 81 years ago.
No doubt the whole world hoped that this would
come true, but when considering how many
conflicts have taken place since then, now we all
probably despair that there will ever be an end to
wars.

Thursday, November 12 is the 20™ anniversary of
the ascension of His Imperial Majesty Emperor
Akihito to the throne on that day in 1990. A
number of commemorative activities will take
place to felicitate this anniversary.

Another anniversary this month is the ‘birthday’ of
Mickey Mouse, who appeared for the first time in
Walt Disney’s animated cartoon film “Steamboat
Willie,” that premiered on November 18, 1928 at
the Colony Theater in New York City, making
Mickey Mouse ‘81 years old” on November 18.
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therefore pleasure, to billions of people around the
whole world through his humorous antics over the
years.

Still another anniversary is November 20, the day
that then Princess Elizabeth, now Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II, married Philip Mountbatten in
1947 in Westminster Abbey, another day of
felicitations.

And on a sadder note, November 22 is the day that
President John F. Kennedy was assassinated in
Dallas, Texas in 1963. I was still residing in the
U. S. A. at the time, and I vividly remember the
shock and sorrow we all felt on hearing the tragic
news.

So much for memorable days in November;
getting back to the present and the weather, we
have seen considerably improved weather since
mid-October, although the Kanto region was
‘side-swiped’ by typhoons 18 and 20. and we did
have a cold spell at the beginning of the month, I
do hope more fine weather awaits us. Let us
make the most of the few weeks of late autumn
remaining to this year of 2009.

Regina Rogers-Doi
Headmistress

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT A-JIS

2010~2011 SCHOOL CALENDAR REVIEW

Parents/guardians will have received the notice on
the establishing of a “Review Committee” to set up
the 2010-2011 school calendar. It is important
that the review process includes a broad spectrum
of interested parties: school administrators,
faculty, staff, and parents/guardians. The
Committee is seeking three parent/guardian
volunteers to participate in the review, ideally one
each from the elementary, middle, and intensive
school sections. Please contact the Principal’s
Office either by e-mail or by telephone by Friday,
November 13, 2009 if you are interested in
participating in the review work.

Nov. 11: Upper Elementary Sports Day
Tomorrow, Wednesday, November 11, is Sports
Day for the Upper Elementary classes comprising
Grades 4 and 5 mainstream and MI-1 and MI-2.

This event will take place at the Inokashira Sports
Ground in the Inokashira Park in Kichijoji.
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School buses will leave school at 9:00 a. m. and
arrive at the Sports Day site around 9:20 a. m.
The activities will begin at 9:45 a. m. and end
around 2:15 p. m.

The fair or cloudy weather percentage for this day
during the 10 year period from 1967 to 1996 was
83.4% and so chances are good that the weather
will be good, however, in the event of inclement
weather, a new date will be scheduled.

Nov. 14: Kindergarten Family School Day
Saturday, November 14, is the annual Kindergarten
Family School Day, when parents/guardians of
kindergarten students at the Meguro and Suginami
Campus observe the kindergarten classes in session
from 9:00 a. m. to around 12:00 noon.

Monday, November 16, will be a compensatory
holiday for kindergarten students since Family
School day took place on a Saturday.

Nov. 16~Nov. 20: UN Week

Every year, A=-JIS has a U. N. Week in which
each of the Grade 1~5 elementary classes including
intensive program classes integrate into their
regular studies a focus study on one particular
nation of the world and put together presentations
on that nation, a special week showcasing the
diversity of people and promoting peace in our
world and school. This year, U. N. Week is
scheduled for Monday, November 16 to November
20.

United Nations Week will culminate on Friday,
November 20 with class presentations about the
country they have studied. Lower Elementary and
Lower Intensive classes will present to and visit
other Lower Elementary and Lower Intensive
classes, and the Upper Elementary and Middle
Intensive classes likewise. Some teachers will ask
their students to dress in the traditional dress of
their chosen country.

Nov. 18: Middle School Sports Day
Wednesday, November 18 is Sports Day for the

Middle School classes comprising Grades 6 to 9,
and MSP 6 and 7.

This event will also take place at the Inokashira
Sports Ground in Kichijoji. School buses will
leave school at 9:00 a. m. and arrive at the Sports
Day site around 9:20 a. m. The activities will
begin at 9:45 a. m. and are expected to come to an
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end around 2:15 p. m.

The fair or cloudy weather percentage for this day
for the period mentioned earlier is 80%, and again,
chances are good that the weather will be suitable
for the event, however, in case of inclement
weather, a new date will be scheduled.

IMPORTANT: Nov. 23rd NOT A HOLIDAY
Due to the approach of Typhoon 18 last month,
the school was closed on Thursday, October 8. To
make up for this unscheduled closure, Monday,
November 23, which is Labor Thanksgiving Day, a
national holiday, has been chosen as the make-up
day, and accordingly, THERE WILL BE
CLASSES ON THIS DAY FOR GR. 1 TO
GR. 9 STUDENTS, MAINSTREAM AND
INTENSIVE.

Music Department Programs

The A-JIS Music Department supervises the A-JIS
Wind Bands which currently has a total of 103
members ranging from Gr. 4 to Gr. 9 students
organized into three bands, the Beginning Band
composed of 4™ and 5™ grade students, the Crimson
Band composed of 6™ and 7" grade students, and
the Gold Band composed of 8" and 9™ grade
students. There is also an A-JIS Wind Ensemble,
an after-school activity, made up of members of all
three of the afore-mentioned bands.

On Friday, December 4, the Beginning Band will
present a concert entitled “First Performance.”
This concert will demonstrate what the Beginning
Band students have learned since first studying
their instruments in September this year. The
concert will be held in the Suginami Campus
assembly hall from 6:30 p.m., and the doors will
open to the public from 6:15. Following the
conclusion of the concert, there will be an ice
cream reception for the performers and audience.
All parents/guardians, students, and faculty and
staff are welcome to come and support the
Beginning Band at their “First Performance.

On Sunday, December 6, the Kindergarten and
Lower Elementary Christmas Program will take
place at the National Youth Center in the Olympic
Park at Yoyogi, Shibuya City, Tokyo. The
Kindergarten and Lower Intensive presentation
takes place from 1:30 p. m. to 2:30 p. m., and the
Lower Elementary presentation from 3:30 p. m. to
4:30 p. m.
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In addition to the events given above, the A-JIS
Holiday Concert to be presented by the Middle
School students is tentatively scheduled to take place
on Monday, December 14, in the Suginami Campus
assembly hall. Confirmation of the date and details
will be announced in the December issue of the
A-JIS COURIER.

These activities are being put together and directed
by Music Department Head Regina Rogers-Doi and
Music Instructors Ken Remaly, Nobuhito Koike, and
Fumi Finch; the Music Department looks forward
to good turnouts at these activities.

WINNERS OF MATH PROBLEM OF WEEK
The winners of the Math Problem of the Week of the
week beginning Tuesday, October 13 were as
follows:

General Math 4 & 5

No winners
Middle School Math 6 & 7

Meg Simms, Gr. 7V

Shao-Yun (Winnie) Chang, Gr. 6S
Middle school Math 8 & 9

Kenji Akaizawa, Gr. 8S

Winners for the week beginning Monday, October 19
were as follows:

General Math 4 & 5

Mayo Lopez
Middle School Math 6 & 7

Se Jin Han

Y oshitsugu Hashimoto
Middle School Math 8 & 9

No winner

From the week beginning Monday, October 26, a
new category, General Math 1 was added. The
winners for this week were as follows:

General Math 1

William (Billy) Prigge, Gr. IW

Kanon Yokoi, Gr. 1D
General Math 4 & 5

Sungwon Choi, MI-2

Rebekah Jayne Madigan, Gr. 4F
Middle School Math 6 & 7

Ya-Hsin Chang, Gr. 5C

Y oshihiro Muneyoshi, 6MSP
Middle School Math 8 &9

No winner

Winners for the week beginning November 2 were as
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follows:
General Math 1
Kanon Yokoi, Gr. 1D
General Math 2
No winner
General Math 3
Romy Kondo Roulin, Gr. 3L
Kyung Taek Roh, Gr. 3L
General Math 4 & 5
Woo Jin Jang, Gr. 5C
Yongwon Choo, Gr. 5L
Middle School Math 6 & 7
Anna Margaret Harvath, Gr. 7V
Minami Aramaki, Gr. 5C
Middle School 8 & 9
No winner

CONGRATULATIONS TO WINNERS!!!

JAGUAR SPORTS

The soccer and girl’s volleyball games continue;
the few weeks since the beginning of the seasons
have been somewhat lackluster weeks, but the
Jaguars are valiantly soldiering on, as indicated in
the results given below. The results of recent games
are as follows (Jaguars’ scores in (7).

Note: in order to save space, school names are

abbreviated, as follows.
ASI1J:  American School in Japan, Mustangs
A-JIS: Aoba-Japan Int’l. School, Jaguars
BST: British School in Tokyo,
CA: Canadian Academy, Falcons
CAlJ: Christian Academy in Japan, Knights
ISSH: Int’l. School of Sacred Heart, Symbas
KIU: Kyoto Int’l. University Academy, Flames
MBIS: Marist Bros. Int’l. School, Bulldogs
NagoyalS: Nagoya Int’l. School, Dolphins
NIS: Nishimachi Int’l. School, Vikings
OIS: Osaka Int’l. School, Sabers
SIS: Seisen Int’l. School, Phoenix
SMaurIS: St. Maur’s Int’l. School, Cougars
SMIS: St. Mary’s Int’l. School, Titans
SMS: Santa Maria School,
TIS: Tokyo Int’l. School, Penguins

‘Penguins’ is for basketball team only

TYIS: Tokyo YMCA Int’l. School
YIS: Yokohama Int’l. School, Dragons.

Soccer Games
Thursday, October 15, at SMaurlS
A-JIS Jaguars A team vs. SMaurlS Cougars A team:

to 11:  Jaguars lost.

Saturday, October 17, at CAJ
A-JIS Jaguars A team vs. CAJ Knights A team:

lto 11:  Jaguars lost.
A-JIS Jaguars B team vs. CAJ Knights B team:
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to4: Jaguars lost.

Saturday, October 24, at ASIJ

A-JIS Jaguars A team vs. ASIJ Mustangs A team
Rlto 12:  Jaguars lost.

A-JIS Jaguars vs. AS1) Mustangs B team

to 6: Jaguars lost.

Saturday, October 31, at ASIJ

A-JIS Jaguars B team vs. ASIJ Mustangs C team
@ to 0:  Jaguars won!!!.

A-JIS Jaguars B team vs. ASIJ] Mustangs D team
to 3:  Jaguars won!!!

Saturday, November 7, at ASIJ: A Team

Tournament

A-JIS Jaguars vs. ASIJ Mustangs
to 7:  Jaguars lost.

A-JIS Jaguars vs. YIS Dragons
to4: Jaguars lost.

A-JIS Jaguars vs. SMaurlS

to4: Draw

Girls’ Volleyball Games
Saturday, October 17, at ASIJ
A-JIS Jaguars A team vs. ASIJ Mustangs A team

to 25,22/ to 25:  Jaguars lost.
A-JIS Jaguars B team vs. AS1J] Mustangs B team

to 25,|12/to 25:  Jaguars lost.
A-JIS Jaguars C team vs. ASIJ Mustangs C team

to 25,20/ to 25:  Jaguars lost.

Saturday, October 24, 2009, at A-JIS
A-JIS Jaguars B team vs. CAJ Knights B team

to 25, to 8, 8 to 15:  Jaguars lost.

A-JIS Jaguars C team vs. CAJ Knights C team
to 25, 23|to 25:  Jaguars lost.

Tuesday, October 27, 2009, at A-JIS
A-JIS Jaguars A team vs.NIS Vikings A team

to 26,22 fo 25:  Jaguars lost.

Thursday, October 29, 2009, at A-JIS
A-JIS Jaguars A team vs. CAJ Knights A team

to 25, 25|to 18, [15/t0 9:  Jaguars won!!!

A  Team

Saturday, November 7, at ASI:
Tournament
A-JIS Jaguars vs. SIS Phoenix

to 27,|12/to 25:  Jaguars lost.
A-JIS Jaguars team vs. SMaurlS Cougars

to 25, |16/to 25:  Jaguars lost.
A-JIS Jaguars vs. CAJ Knights

to 24, 25/to 18:  Jaguars won!!!
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FROM THE STUDENT COUNCIL

The annual Halloween Party, organized and carried
out by the Student Council (SC) on Friday, October
30 from 4:30 p. m. to 7:30 p. m. in the auditorium of
the Suginami Campus was a great success. Around
100 Gr. 6 to Gr. 9 students and their guests attended.
The SC arranged for the food and beverages,
provided the music, and put up the decorations for
the auditorium. Students served as MCs for the
various activities of the evening. The event was
supervised by Gr. 6S homeroom teacher Kyle Shahan
who this year is again serving as SC coordinator, and
the teachers of the middle school classes.

The next activity of the SC will be the Christmas
Dance; once again the SC will arrange for the food
and beverages, provide the music, and put up the
decorations.

Plans for SC activities beyond that are still on the
drawing board, and will be announced as soon as
they are firmed up.

X’MAS DECORATIONS UP AT SUGINAMI
CAMPUS

Around this time of the year, the facade and flower
beds of the Suginami Campus main building are
adorned with Christmas decorations which are
brilliantly lit up at night. The A-JIS Christmas
decorations are quite well known in the
neighborhood. This year, however, a slight hitch
occurred when it was discovered that a family of
woodpeckers had taken up residence in one of the
trees in the front of the building. A-JIS staff
therefore exercised special care while putting up the
decorations to avoid disturbing the nest and its
inhabitants.

Please stop by the A-JIS Suginami Campus,
preferably in the evening, and view the spectacular
Christmas decorations adorning the fagade of the
main building.

The Meguro Campus Christmas decorations will be
going up sometime in mid-November, and will also
feature illuminated decorations.

From the Editor

We strive to assure correctness in grammar and usage of words,
accuracy in translations, and no typos or other errors, however, being
mere mortals, there are bound to be instances where these aims are not
necessarily achieved. For this we beg your indulgence.
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